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GROUP NEWS AND DATES FOR MEETINGS IN 2018

Change of Venue for future Public Meetings to Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road

Our next public meeting and AGM on Thursday 12" April 2018, will be at the
new venue — Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, Binfield, RG42 1FW.

We will be welcoming Nigel Palmer
to talk about the work of Dr Brian
May’s Save Me Trust and Team
Badger, including the funding of
leading vet Dick Sibley’s trials being
carried out on a Devon cattle farm.
He believes his new testing
methods for bTB will detect and
eradicate the disease much earlier in cattle — without slaughtering any badgers.

As always for Binfield Badger Group meetings, there is no admission charge and the
meeting is open to non-members. Doors open at 7pm and the meeting will start at
7:30pm.

Please remember to put the date in your diary now and tell all your friends.

(Our next Public Meeting will be on 25 October, when we will host a talk by local speaker,
Brian Clews about the effect of increasing development on Britain’s mammals.)

Sett Surveying — Priority for We s t Berkshire's Histor-Juldithsett s

7

You will know from previous newsletters that the
Group is continuing with its ongoing programme to
check on the current status of Berkshire’s ‘historical
setts’. Sett surveying is a very valuable exercise,
recently being encouraged by Team Badger. As well
as recording sett locations in case the cull should
spread to Berkshire, it helps to build a picture of
estimated badger populations; we can record data for
use with planning departments where a new
development may threaten a sett; we can gather
evidence for use in wildlife crime prosecution cases.

e | If you have already offered to assist with surveys, you
-l will have received an email with details of those
planned for the next few months. Here are the proposed dates for future Sunday Surveys:

25 March; 22 April, 20 May; 24 June; 22 July

If you too would like to get involved, please either tick “Survey walks” under “How can you
help?” on the enclosed Membership Renewal form or email Adrian -
adrian@binfieldbadgers.org.uk.
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Membership renewal for April 2018 — March 2019

The time has arrived again to renew your membership to our Group — please continue to
support our activities. The ongoing bovine TB and brutal badger culling issues means

your support is again vital. Enclosed with this newsletter, you will find your .-
personal renewal form. Please check that your details are correct, %
particularly post codes and phone numbers and add any changes in the (9.
box next to the entry. Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you “;"flh*
know what is going on; no personal details are shared with anyone else. g .ﬁl -

Please then return your form to me as soon as possible.

Membership rates are £4 per adult and £1 per child (under 18). But please remember that
from this fee we pay a levy of £2 per head to the Badger Trust to support its valuable
work. Please continue to be generous with your donations (the badgers really appreciate
your support!) and indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the Group. You
can pay your membership fee electronically (BACS), rather than by a cheque - please
email me at: membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk for the required bank details. There is
also a secure ‘Donate’ button on the web site for the membership fee and any donation.
However, please still send your renewal form back so that we can update any
changes to our records. It would help if you mark the form “paid via web site, or
BACS” please.

You will also see a section asking for details of how you can help - you are sure to find
something that interests you, but more ideas are always welcome! Please get in touch
today with your ideas, or comments on current issues — contact details are all listed on the
back page of this newsletter - If you know of anyone who would like to become a
member, they can go to the Membership page on our web site where the whole
application process can be done quickly and securely —they can just fill out the

page then click ‘Sut_)mit’ to send it.
lOut with t he theha.tinherfor a$ptirty Clean! - Adrian

Badgers spend a lot of time collecting bedding to line
and provide warmth to underground chambers for
themselves and their cubs. Grasses, hay and straw,
fallen leaves, green leaves, bracken are just some of
the natural materials they gather up and pull backwards
= into their setts, sometimes from more than 100 metres
or more away. As they move backwards, hugging a

forelegs, badgers inevitably leave a visually obvious
trail of debris that leads straight to a sett.

On a recent watch at our local sett, Adrian thought he’d give ‘Limpy’ the badger a helping
hand against the cold .... with hilarious consequences!:

“It was a cold Wednesday evening as | settled down in the hide for what | anticipated
would be a long night, with the air temperature dropping minute by minute. In addition to
the usual food treats (peanuts and the occasional raw egg), I'd decided to also put out
some nice warm straw, which | hoped would be used for bedding in these freezing
temperatures. After two long hours with no sign of a badger, | had nearly decided to call it
anight .......... when Limpy suddenly turned up.
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He had a browse around, raising his head and sniffing the cold air. Very soon he found
the food I'd put out and started to eat. He then moved towards the strange looking mound
(the straw), very slowly, placing his nose closer to it. It seemed he didn't know what to
make of it and backed off warily into the undergrowth!

4 Of course, | had to walit to see if curiosity

' would get the better of him and twenty

4 minutes later, he reappeared. He returned
to the mound of straw, paused, then made
an almighty jump and landed in the middle
. of it! He sat there spread-eagled for a

i minute as if thinking “I can make good use
of this!” and then started gathering it up
and moving backwards towards an
entrance hole to take underground.

| watched him do this a couple of times and then decided to pack up and leave quietly for
my own warm bed. He was certainly going to have a busy night ahead of him.”

L™

SPRING IS SPRUNG, THE GRASS IS RIS, | WONDER WHERE - Andy
THOSE BADGERS. | S..

March is a great time of year to get out and
about and do some badger watching.

With Winter receding, the clan becomes
noticeably more active and the slightly
warmer weather makes it easier for us
people to sit still outside, awaiting their
arrival. If you know of a local sett, have a
quiet look around for signs of activity such
as new bedding at a sett entrance or fresh
spoil outside a hole.

S G Ny LR RO,
March onwards to
see badgers foraging nightly in fields for their
favourite meal; earthworms. An adult badger
can consume up to two hundred of these per
night. | have it on good authority that they’re
high in protein, iron, amino acids, and also
contain copper, manganese and zinc.
Apparently, they're also a very good source of
calcium. Nonetheless, | don’t feel like adding
them to my diet any time soon! But for the
badger, they’re manna from heaven. Seemingly, the most nutritional part of the worm is
found in the bottom half, so the badger is careful to suck the whole worm out in one piece,
rather than just nibbling the top end. With all this increased activity, however, comes
increased risk. Early Spring can be a peak time for badger road deaths, making it a time
when drivers need to be extra vigilant and perhaps slow down a little.
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In April you’re most likely to see this year’s
cubs emerge from the sett for the first time.
The world must seem an extraordinarily
wide place after the close confines below
ground. April can also be very helpful in
accurately sexing adult badgers. It can be
difficult to tell the boys from the girls
sometimes, but a lactating sow is generally
pretty obvious. On more than one
occasion, I've been with experienced
‘badgerologists’ who are surprised to see
that ‘he’ is in fact ‘she’! April is also great - e -
because the badgers might emerge before dark, giving a better view for us humans

By May, the cubs have become very active
and noticeably more confident in their
surroundings, happily foraging
independently. Nonetheless, nature remains
red in tooth and claw. Still only a few
months old, they’re vulnerable to predators
such as foxes, and mum remains close by,
ever watchful. By now, we’ve hopefully all
shed our thermals for evening watches and
can enjoy seeing our badgers emerge at
dusk to partake of the evening sun. You
never know, at such times you may even get
a chance to take that classic ‘badger in
bluebells’ photo, if you're really lucky.

Yo
LABOUR ANNOUNCES NEW ANIMAL WELFARE PLAN.... - Badger Trust
Including a Pledge To END The Badger Cull! 14/2/18

The Badger Trust, alongside other wildlife protection and animal
welfare organisations had been in regular contact and discussion with
the Labour Party concerning its animal welfare and wildlife protection
policies since the 2017 General Election.

As a result of these discussions the Labour Party has produced a

new Animal Welfare Plan. In the introduction to the Plan, the

BADGER Shadow Environment Secretary picks up on the recent statement

TR U ST from the Badger Trust that the badger cull is the “biggest destruction
of a protected species in living memory”.

The plan includes a clear commitment to end the badger cull, strengthen the Hunting Act,
make wildlife crime recordable and to strengthen sentencing for cruelty to wild animals.

The Badger Trust has been calling for this and welcomes these commitments from the
Labour Party. The Trust WI|| be meeting with the Shadow Environment Secretary, Sue
Hayman on Thursday 15" February 2018 to discuss these aspects of the Labour Animal
Welfare Plan in more detail.

Dominic Dyer (CEO Badger Trust)
(Read the full Animal Welfare Plan here :- labour.org.uk/issues/animal-welfare-plan/)
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DEFRA CONSULTATIONS ON BADGER CONTROL - PREPARE TO WRITE! - Andy

As you will probably all have seen in the press and social media, just days after Labour
said badger culling should be banned, the Government has now made a humber of
announcements relating to bovine TB and badger control.

Firstly, Defra announced a formal review into their 25 year strategy to tackle bTB in cattle.
They stated very clearly that this will not be a retrospective consideration of badger culling
per se, but instead a forwards-focussed analysis identifying how to improve the package
of measures used in combatting the disease. As such, they say cattle vaccination, oral
badger vaccination, improved genetic resistance and improved diagnostic tests will all be
considered, as will opportunities to deploy new tools and/or technologies. Also, as part of
their review, the Government proposes to consider how they will measure the efficacy of
their programme, something that has been rather lacking to date.

Secondly, on the same day as this review was announced, Defra also launched not one
but two public consultations on badger control:

1. proposals to introduce licensed badger control (culling and/or vaccination) in Low
Risk Areas (NB. Berkshire is not an LRA but rather an Edge Area); and

2. proposals to remove the limit of 10 new areas which can be licensed for badger
control each year, thereby allowing culling and/or vaccination to be extended across
England more rapidly.

Why announce the review and these proposals at the same time? Would it not make
more sense to complete the evaluation of existing measures, including badger culling,
before seeking views on whether badger culling should be extended? Whilst one could
feel optimistic that the review might, just might, result in alternatives eventually taking the
place of culling, these consultations seem to indicate otherwise. Indeed, whilst both
consultations claim to be considering vaccination as well as culling, the government’s
documents seem to emphasise the latter rather more. Considering their record to date, it
must be a legitimate concern that the cull may be set for rapid expansion across all parts
of England - although in fairness, Michael Gove has refused to confirm his commitment
to the cull when questioned at the recent NFU conference and instead expressed support
for science led solutions.

With all of this in mind, we urge everyone to have their say on the
consultations. Let’' s gedes learad!

The leading wildlife charities have offered a range of initial reactions :

+ The Badger Trust has reacted with understandable anger at what they see as Michael
Gove’s betrayal. Peter Martin commented: “Michael Gove has simply given in to
pressure from the farming lobby who have stated publicly that a review of culling would
put them in an extremely difficult position. The reason for this is that there is no
conclusive evidence of how - or even if - badgers infect cattle with TB to any meaningful
extent. Add to this the fact that there is no evidence that five years of culling has had
any effect on levels of TB in cattle and you can see why they are scared of a review.”

For the full press release, see our Facebook page.

« Dr Br i an vBMeyeaded ®ae optimistically to the news of the review itself.
Anne Brummer stated: “We're delighted that Michael Gove is reviewing the Bovine TB
strategy. We believe Michael Gove’s review of the Bovine TB strategy is both essential
and timely as science testing and understanding of this issue has moved forwards a
long way in the last five years.”
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+ League Against Cruel Sports released a cautious statement: "We welcome the
announcement of an independent review of the UK Government's 25-year bovine TB
control strategy, but we are extremely concerned and disappointed they are considering
an extension of the badger cull into low risk zones in England, and on lifting the cap for
the number of areas where culls can take place each year, which makes no sense at
all. While such review is taking place the badger cull should stop, not be expanded.”

If you want to express your general dissatisfaction
with this combination of announcements, please write
by 15 April 2018 to Michael Gove and Defra at the
following address:

correspondence.section@defra.gsi.gov.uk

For those of you who feel ready to respond to the two
consultations now, information about how to do so (online,
email or post) is given at the end of the two consultation
documents. These can be found at:-

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/bovine-tb/badger-control-in-low-risk-area-
england/supporting_documents/bovinetbconsultlicensecontrollraengland.pdf

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/bovine-tb/bovine-tb-badger-control-
areas/supporting_documents/bovinetbconsultlicensingguidance.pdf

For those of you who would like some more guidance first, we will be publishing
recommendations for responses in due course. In any event, we would urge all members
to respond with reasoned, rather than emotive, responses and let the Government know
the enduring strength of feeling that there is against culling badgers.

We must not let badger culling become the norm!
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QUIZ PAGE - HAVE A GO AT OUR BADGER OWORMSEARCH 4!
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SCENT GLAND BINFIELD BAITING
NOCTURNAL FRUIT BEDDING
SETT CUBS WORMS
TUBERCULOSIS MELES MELES HONEY
TUNNELS ENTRANCE
TERRIER SNARES

“If you can't find all these words in the grid you have only two respectable options:
1. Keep looking

2. Send a donation to the Binfield Badger Group with a 3 <
stamped addressed envelope for the answer sheet. :

Giving up and cheating are not respectable, so you will just “”'.
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have to ask for the answers !” Y
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“GET OFF MY LAND!” - Andy |

No, not the cry of alocal farmer, but instead the plea of many a Berkshire badger!

Like so many parts of the UK, our county
has seen areas that were once rural
become suburban and the rejuvenation of
tired town centres with new-builds and in-
fill on brownfield sites. Sometimes this
occasions the complete decimation of the
local wildlife, but sometimes species
manage to adapt to their new
surroundings. Thus, in the Binfield
Badger Group, we find ourselves caring
for badgers in both rural and urban
environments.

My house was here yesterday. Where’s it gone?
Somebody just stole our field.

At the moment, it seems as if hardly a week goes by without a large new building
development of some sort being started somewhere. And the pace seems unlikely to
slacken anytime soon. Naturally, some of these building plans and actions, whether in the
town or countryside, have implications for badgers.

Of course we all need homes, hospitals, work places and transport, but we need the
natural environment too. With this in mind, at the Binfield Badger Group, we regularly
become involved in reviewing planning applications to consider their implications for
badgers. Happily, the badger enjoys some very specific legal protection, intended to
prevent injury and harm to individual animals and damage to setts. This applies both
during the building works phase and when any construction is completed. Legal
protection may also extend to the areas in which badgers forage to ensure they have
sufficient food.
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Bearing in mind such legislation, we sometimes find ourselves forced to object to a
building plan in its entirety, but more often we provide comment to the local Council on
how to prevent and mitigate damage to individuals, clans and setts, thereby minimising
any adverse effects. Such advice covers a wide range of issues and might include the
distance that work and buildings must be from a sett, the tools that may be used, the time
of year when work may be carried out and strategies to prevent badger road casualties,
amongst much else besides. The evidence is that Councils do listen and our suggestions
are often included as conditions in any planning application granted.

As a committee, we become aware of planning concerns through a range of routes,
including information from individual members. Naturally, the more people who keep a
look out for badgers’ interests, the better. For this reason, we’re asking you all to be
aware of your area’s Local Borough Plan,** or similar document, and to visit the relevant
planning portal from time to time. Please also keep an eye out in the local press and an
ear to the ground. If you hear of a planning application, encounter building work or come
across talk of a project that you believe harmful to badgers, do please let us know by
sending details to the following email address: planning@binfieldbadgers.org.uk

When writing to us on such matters, please give as much detail as possible. The name of
the Council and a planning application number, if the project has actually been submitted,
are a good place to start. Also helpful is the address or location of the project about which
you’re concerned. Once you’ve contacted us with these details, we will determine the
proximity of setts by checking the location against badger records, as well as seeking your
local knowledge. Having confirmed the status of badgers in the area, we will then contact
the Council and/or contractor with any comments, advice, endorsement and objections we
feel it appropriate to offer.

You might also like to find out if there’s a local action group to challenge a plan. If there
isn’t, you might consider starting one yourself. Such groups bring together very differing
interests and reasons for objection, but united people’s voices can become heard, when
alone they might simply be crying in the “wilderness”!

** Bracknell Forest Draft Local Plan Consultation — February/March 2018**

W R | Bracknell Forest Council is consulting on

Counct 7 S e T i,

the Draft Bracknell Forest Local Plan.

The consultation runs from 8" February
until 5pm on Monday 26™ March 2018.

The Council is reviewing its planning
policies so that they reflect the latest
government policy and guidance. This
includes how the amount of new housing
needed should be calculated. Various sites
are also being proposed for development to
meet our future growth needs....

R e A

e || 10 ACCESS the event and comment, visit:

’ http://consult.bracknell-
forest.gov.uk/portal/planning

Copies of the document are also available

at Time Square, the Libraries and Parish

Al| and Town Councils across the Borough.
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WHY IS BADGER CRIME GOING UNPUNISHED? - Naturewatch Foundation

Watching badgers and dogs fight until death is perceived as good
fun for some people. In fact, some baiters have even been known
to join in the fight, brutally beating the badgers with spades or
stamping on them.

The badgers always die in the end, but that ‘end’ is the result of a
long, excruciatingly painful and frightening struggle. The dogs
may also die. But if not, their wounds that usually include torn
ears or ripped-off lips, are treated without professional veterinary care. These sadistic
acts of violence are happening all over the UK in the name of ‘entertainment.’

Nawrewsich Foundation

Our aim is to bring an end to badger baiting, sett digging, illegal lamping, killing and
other acts of cruelty towards badgers involving the use of dogs.

Here’ s what we’'re doing to make this happen:
1. To increase our influence with fundamental decision making processes among partner
organisations, including police and other leading animal welfare charities, we have joined:
1 The Partnership for Action against Wildlife Crime UK

1 Wildlife and Countryside Link

1 The Badger Persecution Delivery Group

2. We have appointed our first Wildlife Crime Adviser, Andy Swinburne to promote,
support and contribute towards the fight against badger crime. He is a former Wildlife

Crime Officer and has 13 years’ experience fighting Do you have any questions o concerns
badger crime. As the Secretariat of the UK Badger about badger crime?
Priority Delivery Group, Andy will play a vital role in

the administrative running and direction of this group Email our new Wildlife Crime Adviser,

and its UK strategic response to illegal badger Andy Swinburne -
persecution through Prevention, Intelligence and
Enforcement initiatives. andrew@naturewatch.org

3. In February 2018, we launched a campaign calling

for all wildlife crime in England and Wales to be centrally recorded by the Home Office.
Current recording methods are inadequate, and subsequently wildlife crimes are going
unpunished and wildlife is dying.

4. We continue to work with the Badger Trust to deliver badger persecution training to
police forces, and are aiming for all forces in England and Wales to receive the one-day
course by the end of this year. The training equips police to identify whether a sett is
active and recognise unusual activity, and demonstrates the best use of legislation to bring
perpetrators before the courts.

5. We are also conducting our own investigations into badger crime, but | can’t elaborate
too much on this given the covert nature of the work. Know that we are working hard to
gather high-quality information that we will pass onto police.

Read more on their website: www.naturewatch.org
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https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/partnership-for-action-against-wildlife-crime
https://www.wcl.org.uk/
http://www.nwcu.police.uk/how-do-we-prioritise/purpose-process-and-responsibilities-of-a-priority-delivery-group/
https://naturewatch.org/campaign/badger-baiting-in-the-uk/recording-wildlife-crime
https://naturewatch.org/campaign/badger-baiting-in-the-uk/police-training

| COMMITTEE Telephone 0709 BADGERS or 0709 2234377 |

Chairmen: John Fennell and Alistair M°Kinnon Postal Address:

_ , Binfield Badger Group
Secretary: Judith Darnell, Woodley PO Box 3805,
Treasurer: Karen M°Coy, Sonning Bracknell,

_ _ Berkshire
Membership Secretary: RG42 1HH

Karen M°Kinnon

Binfield Badger Group

PO Box 3805, Bracknell, RG42 1HH E-Mail:
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Facebook:

Talks: John Fennell, Binfield fb.me/binfieldbadgers

Website:
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead

Copse maintenance, sett records & Webmaster:
Alistair M°Kinnon, Binfield

Newsletter: Judith Darnell, Woodley

Vaccination: Jill Hoblin, Newbury
Rescues and surveys:

Adrian Pearce, Wokingham
Committee Members:

Andy M°Coy, Sonning
Zoe Egan, Windsor

Your MP: www.writetothem.com/

Badger Trust, P.O. Box 708, East Grinstead, RH19 2WN.
Phone -08458 287878 or 08458 BTRUST
Web - www.badger.org.uk %0

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: (cut out and keep)
BBG Rescue Network (leave message if no answer) 07913 259564
RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999
Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999

Thames Valley Police Wildlife Liaison 08458 505505
Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01276 676295 (24h)
Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132
Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MAY LIKE TO
KNOW ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW
MEMBER — YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE.

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE
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