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GROUP NEWS  

Our Public Meeting and AGM, held on Wednesday, 8th April, was well attended.  Thank 
you to all who came along to show your support! 
 

The meeting began with the showing of an 
inspiring short film, ‘Heal the Land’, which 
documented the start of an ambitious Rewilding 
Project, as the charity HEAL established its 
blueprint site for nature recovery on a former 
Somerset dairy farm.  Jan Stannard, who is the 
founder of Heal, is also a co-founder of Wild 
Maidenhead.  To support their enterprise, please 
visit:  https://www.healsomerset.org.uk/donate 
 

Our short AGM then followed - a chance for members to hear about what the Group had 
been up to over the past year and contribute any views/suggestions. 
 

Following the AGM, we put our audience to the test with a challenging 
‘badger quiz’, which I think many who were there will agree, had even 
the ‘experts’ present scratching their heads!   
 

Our Autumn public meeting will be on Thursday 29th October – put a 
note in your diary now before you forget!  Hope to see you then. 

 

Come and Meet us at these Upcoming Events: 
 

We are planning to be at :- 
 

❖ Earley Green Fair at Maiden Erlegh Nature Reserve, off Beech Lane, 
Earley on Saturday 1st August 2026 – 10am - 3pm ; 

 

❖ Sonning Show at Sonning Primary School, off Pound Lane, Sonning 
RG4 6XF on Saturday, 12th September - from 1.00pm; 

 

❖ Green Fest at St Bartholomew’s School, Andover Road, Newbury 
RG14 6JP on Saturday, 24th October  - 10am – 5pm 

 
SECURE YOUR NETTING AND PROTECT LOCAL WILDLIFE - Badger Trust 

For any wild animal, becoming entangled in netting is an 
extremely stressful and frightening experience - they often 
struggle desperately, only to become even more tightly trapped.  
The netting can tighten around limbs and bodies, cutting off blood 
supply and causing severe constriction injuries, immense 
suffering and, tragically, death. 
 

Prevention is the best solution - we urge everyone to tie up 
sports netting and garden and camouflage netting when not in 
use.  It should never be left where wildlife could easily 
become trapped.  
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AN ARTIFICIAL BADGER SETT FOR BERKSHIRE ! -  Jill 

Some of you may remember the presentation we had from Howard Moss of the North 
Hampshire Badger Group last year, where he talked at our October Public Meeting about 
the artificial badger sett which his group built near Fleet. 
 

The need for an artificial sett arises in 2 main scenarios –  
 

❖ to facilitate the relocation of badgers within their existing 
territory in those cases where a main or annexe sett is 
to be destroyed;    OR  

 

❖ to allow the release of badgers – normally cubs, into a 
new area if they cannot be returned to their main home.  
Typically, this applies to cubs who have been orphaned 
and end up in a wildlife rescue, where it is not clear 
what location their home sett might be, so they can be 
safely returned.  This last scenario is what we are 
looking to develop an artificial sett for.   

 

So, what makes an ideal location?  It is important to have no known setts within close 
proximity and the badgers need access to water, foraging and be away from roads and 
residential areas and ideally on a gradual slope for drainage.  A typical sett should be a 
minimum area 10m x 10m with two entrances and tunnels leading to at least two 
chambers.  The area needs to be protected with electric fencing for the first month or so in 
order to keep the badgers contained and allow them to be monitored.   
 

We are happy to report that we have a badger friendly landowner who is willing to 
allow us to build an artificial sett on his land.  The plan is to build this sett in 
partnership with Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue, who will be co-ordinating with other wildlife 
rescues on the logistics to collect the ideal number of cubs - usually 6 - and to ensure we 
have a good mix of boars and sows. 
 
As a group, we have submitted a grant application to the Badger Trust to fund the build 
and our plan is to start the build in August and release cubs in September.   

 
 

We will need help with the build and with the 
feeding of the cubs in the initial weeks.   
 

We are also looking for fundraising ideas and 
donations to ensure we have enough funds to 
cover the project from start to finish.   
 

If you have any “building skills”, or live near 
Ashmore Green, Thatcham and would like to 
help with feeding, please let us know! 
 

badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
 

 
  

mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP? - Judith 

Thank you to all of our members who have renewed promptly.  If you find a 
Reminder Form included/attached with this newsletter, then I have not yet 
received this year’s form and subscription, which is now overdue.   
 

If you wish to remain a member, please complete and return or renew 
using the ‘Join Us’ page on our website:  
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us. 

 

We do hope that you will continue to support our Group! 
 
Ways to renew:- 

• You can use the ‘Join Us’ page on our website:  
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us    OR… 

• Scan and email your completed form to: 
membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk     OR… 
 

• Post your completed form to the address on the form. 

• Please pay via BACS, Paypal or cheque, as you prefer: 
(1)  paying by BACS- our bank details are:Name: Binfield Badger Group / 
      Sort code: 40-47-39 / Account number: 71496212; 
(2)  paying via Paypal - please use the ‘Donate’ button in the ‘Join Us’ section  
      on the website; 
(3)  paying by cheque - please make payable to ‘Binfield Badger Group’ and  
      post, along with your membership form, to our address as given on the form. 
 

• Please make a note on the form to indicate your payment method and please 
indicate if you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the Group by ticking the box. 

 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can 
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

We hope you’ll wish to continue as part of our ‘clan’.  If you know of anyone 
who would like to become a member, they can go to the ‘Join Us’ page on our 
website: http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us 
 

  WHAT YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE HELPS US DO: 
 

➢ SURVEYS & ADVICE:  Monitor badger 
sett activity; liaise with Councils on 
planning proposals; advise on badger 
issues - casualties; persecution.  

 

➢ RESCUES & RELEASES:  Call-outs to 
sick or injured badgers; rescue badgers 
trapped in awkward situations!; release 
badgers back into their former habitat. 

➢ EDUCATION:  Promote awareness by 
Newsletters; Public Meetings; Talks to 
Schools & Groups; Website &  
Facebook 

➢ SUPPORT THE BADGER TRUST:  
which represents Badger Groups in the 
UK, working to protect their local 
badgers. 

 
  

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
mailto:membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us


Binfield Badger Group     www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

Page 5 of 8 Affiliated to the Badger Trust 

GOVERNMENT RELEASES NEW bTB STRATEGY FOR ENGLAND! - Badger Trust 

Why the Trust are calling for greater transparency, stronger cattle 
measures and an end to outdated wildlife scapegoating. 
 

The Government's new bovine 
TB strategy has been released 
and signals a long-overdue 
shift towards tackling the 
disease where it spreads 
most:  between cattle. 
 

While we welcome the focus 
on better cattle testing, 
vaccination and farmer 
support, we're concerned 
that badger culling remains 
an option under "very 
exceptional circumstances".   
 

 

Chair of Badger Trust, Rosie Wood said:   “The public will not be fooled - killing is killing. 
Killing badgers to address an infectious cattle disease, which a host of domestic species 
carries, is unjustified, unacceptable, and ineffective against bTB in cattle.  I hope Defra 
officials stand firm in the face of industry resistance and rolls out the most sensitive bTB 
cattle tests available, stops adopting the practice of automatically slaughtering cattle just 
because a test shows an animal has been exposed to bTB, and supports farmers to 
implement infection controls on farm.” 
 

The evidence is clear:  bovine TB is primarily a cattle disease and 
should be managed as one.  It's time for policies that truly follow the 
science and leave badgers and other wildlife in peace. 
 

Badger Trust welcomes the Ministerial intention to adopt a science-led approach that 
focuses on cattle-to-cattle transmission and acknowledges that the disastrous policy of 
culling badgers was the wrong approach to stop bTB.  However, we remain concerned that 
the draft policy still fails to shift away from blaming badgers and doesn’t prevent future 
culling, in contrast to what the evidence concludes and what wildlife experts were led to 
expect. 

 

Badger Trust encourages members of the public to respond to the new 
strategy by calling for greater transparency and a policy which truly meets 
its aims to follow the science.  
 
We call for a solid focus on cattle measures and farmer support. 
 

Read the full article >  
 

  

https://us.list-manage.com/7ntRpRvyGIa?e=5053cb36f6&c2id=8c6846c7f6d8418804b6057cdd2e7d86
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KIDS’ PAGE  -  Summer’s Here!    

The beginning of June signals the start of the meteorological summer and the natural 
world is buzzing with life!  The Woodland Trust have put together a list of signs of 
summer to look out for while you’re enjoying the warmer, longer days. 
 

Trees in full leaf 
The woodland canopy has closed over 
and the trees are lovely and green. 

 
The Woodland Trust have a free  
Tree ID app for a mobile phone to help 
identify the UK's native and non-native 
trees.  It's an A-Z tree guide in your 
pocket!  Go to their website -  
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk. ------ 
 

Summer flowers blooming 
 

Spring flowers are fading fast and being 
replaced by summer blooms.  

 
Look out for poppies and daisies.  
Honeysuckle has a sweet-smelling 
fragrance and bees, butterflies and 
moths love to feed on its nectar.  Its 
scent is strongest at night - moths can 
detect it up to a quarter of a mile away! 
 

 
Fledglings learning to fly 

 
At this time of year, baby birds are 
beginning to leave the nest. 

 
Many spend a few days on the ground 
before they’re ready to take flight.  
If you see a baby bird on its own, it’s 
best to leave it alone – its parents are 
probably nearby. 
 

 
Butterflies all aflutter 

 
Summer woods and gardens come alive 
with butterflies flitting around flowers. 

 
You can attract even more to your 
garden by putting out overripe fruit in a 
warm, sunny spot – butterflies love the 
sweet, stickiness.  
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LATEST ON DEVELOPMENT ON MAIDENHEAD’S ‘GREEN LUNG’! - Carol & Trevor 

  
 

In our last March issue, we told you about a well-established, active main badger sett and 
subsidiaries on the former Maidenhead Golf Club site, which are under great threat due to 
development of 1500 houses by developer, Cala Homes.  The badgers, that have made it 
their home for many years, will suffer from loss of foraging, habitat fragmentation and 
disturbance over the 13 year period planned for the completion of the development. 
 

The Friends of Rushington Copse was formed to advocate for the protection of the 
ancient /mature woodlands, fearing the eventual demise of the resident badgers.   
They have been told that the main sett in Rushington Copse will be retained, but that some 
outliers setts will be closed.  
 

Here is the Latest Update on Rushington Copse: 
 

❖ The RBWM Council has agreed a 25m buffer zone around the ancient woodland and a  
30m buffer zone around the badger setts in the Rushington Copse 

 

❖ Members of the Friends of Rushington Copse and Binfield Badger Group planted 560 
blackthorn whips around the edge of Rushington Copse where the badger setts are 
located.  This will help provide a protective barrier for the badgers and prevent people 
entering the copse and trampling over the setts. 

 

❖ The Council contractor will erect stock fencing along the public footpath in June, 
together with a “keep to the footpath” sign to prevent the general public entering the 
woodlands and disturbing the wildlife.  Hopefully this will resolve the problem of deer 
being killed by out of control dogs.  The fencing will allow badgers to dig scrapes under 
and deer to jump over.  No barbed wire will be used. 

 

❖ The ownership and management of Rushington Copse is still being discussed.  Priority 
will be given to the protection of the badger setts. 

 

Sadly, the situation at the southern end of the site near 
Harvest Hill, is not so positive.  The building of an access 
road for construction vehicles is due to start this autumn - 
within 30m of active outlier badger setts.  Cala informed us 
they will be closing the setts, and are applying for a Natural 
England licence, which is very disappointing.   
 

In addition, an archaeological dig is required and we have raised concerns that the 
trenches are too close to the buffer zones.  We have requested this matter be discussed at 
the next meeting with RBWM/Cala on Monday 6th July. 
 

We need to keep banging the drum for our wildlife, the welfare of the resident 
badgers and our precious green spaces! 
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COMMITTEE  

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 

  c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business 
   Park, Suttons Park Avenue, 
  Reading RG6 1AZ  

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks:   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:  Cathy Holwill, Reading 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Surveys:  Committee members         

Planning:  Committee members 

Rescues:  Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead  

Website:  Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

  Badger Trust, 95 Ditchling Road, Brighton BN1 4ST 
  Phone            - 01273 033440 
  Web               - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE. 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business Park, 
Suttons Park Avenue, 
Reading RG6 1AZ  
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

Binfield Badger Group                                              0844 804 1146 (Premium Rate) 

BBG Emergency Badger Rescue (requiring immediate attention) 07942 909427 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue 07549 322464 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 

 

 

 

Email: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers 
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/

