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GROUP NEWS

Our Public Meeting and AGM, held on Thursday 17th April, was well attended.
Thank you to all who came along to show your support!

We enjoyed an entertaining talk by one of our
long-standing BBG members, Dave
Hammant. He highlighted the trials and
tribulations of a nocturnal photographer and
videographer, both here and abroad, with
beautiful shots of some very exotic wildlife
and of course, our iconic badgers! His
passion for photographing badgers has also
developed his insight into their fascinating
behaviour.

During the interval, we were privileged to show some of our
members’ own photos they have kindly sent us. You can see more
& here, so please keep sending them in!:

| https.//www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/members-photos.....

i Our short AGM then followed - a chance for members to hear about
==L what the Group had been up to over the past year and contribute
' any views/suggestions.

{ The Farley Wood Centre has been booked for our next
Public Meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday, 30 October.
Hope to see you then!

Reading urban badger

Taken by Cathy Holwill

|SUMMERTIME — AND THE LIVING ISN'T EASY! BADGERS ARE DYING! |

The recent hot, dry weather is having a devastating effect on
our badgers — cubs in particular are suffering and dying from
lack of food and water. We know of at least 3 cubs who
have perished in this area and Gloucestershire Badger
Group posted a heartbreaking report of 2 cubs found curled
up together by the roadside, dead from dehydration.

If you know of a sett or foraging area near you....
PLEASE PUT OUT WATER in a shallow plant pot tray (or something similar) for the
badgers each night, or as often as possible. The tray should be placed in the shade, in as
hidden a position as possible so that the badgers' location isn't advertised.

|SECRET WORLD CERTIFICATE FOR WILDLIFE RESCUE!

Secret World Wildlife Rescue offers a range of online training courses designed to provide
essential knowledge and skills for those interested in wildlife rescue, rehabilitation and release.
These courses are for anyone looking to expand their understanding of British wildlife care.

We are pleased that one of our Committee members, Carol, was presented with the CPD
Certificate (SWWR Wildlife Rehabilitation and Release) on 26th April 2025 for completing five
modules (22 hours CPD) including a practical session at the Secret World Wildlife Rescue in
Somerset. This certification was required by the Group’s insurance to allow Carol to be able to
provide training to others who are willing to undertake rescues on how to use the equipment
and to emphasise the need to prioritise safety.

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Affiliated to the Badger Trust Page 2 of 12



|COPSE NEWS — NEW KIDS ON THE ‘BROCK’! - John

Cathy has been monitoring our trail cameras at the copse. Up to about the last week in
May, there were regular sightings of five badgers, namely: Little Star, Star Trex....

.....and Star Lux with her two cubs, born earlier this year.

Just after this time, only a single cub was showing on the trail cameras. Also Little Star
disappeared too, but that is not unusual for her. It maybe a little early for one of the cubs
to have ventured off but we have no reason to suspect that it has come to any harm.

We regularly put out supplementary food and water at the copse. The food is always
under an upturned, weighted down washing up bowl, so that only the badgers with their
strength are able to lift the bowl to get to the food. It has been observed that often the food
has not been taken a day or so later. This is interesting, because generally in Berkshire
through this dry period many badgers, especially this year’s cubs, have been suffering.
This indicates that the badgers at the copse are not desperate for food and must be finding
plentiful sources in the environs. If they were hungry they would surely have taken up the
food put out for them at the copse.

On Tuesday 17 May | set up a DSLR camera trap overlooking a hole that had recently-dug
spoil outside. Two days later | went back to check it - there are many technical things that
can go wrong or not be quite right, so it is a good policy to confirm that all is well early on

before leaving the camera trap for a week or two.

As luck would have it, everything was working
properly and there were seven frames where
badgers had been caught by the system. (Also
another frame of a rat and one of a robin!)

| was happy to discover that the camera trap was
working well, but | was also pleased to see that one
of the frames showed Little Star was back. The
photo on the cover of this newsletter is from the
camera trap and is of one of this year’s cubs.
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HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP? - Judith

L

Thank you to all of our members who have renewed promptly. If you find a r—
Reminder Form included/attached with this newsletter, then | have not yet #%
received your 2025/6 form and subscription, which is now overdue. :‘:}i

e

If you wish to remain a member, please complete and return or renew ; \
using the ‘Join Us’ page on our website: .
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us.

We do hope that you will continue to support our Group!

e If you have a personalised form, please check that your details are correct,
particularly post codes and phone numbers, and add any changes in the box next to
the entry.

e Email addresses are very helpful so we can let you know what is going on; no
personal details are shared with anyone else.

e Core Group Communications — please carefully read the ‘Opt In’/’Opt Out’
statements, just above your signature on the form and tick the appropriate box.
(We hope you will choose to continue hearing from us regarding badgers and other
wildlife-related issues, including our newsletters.)

e Newsletter options- you can now indicate on the form if you would prefer to
receive your quarterly newsletter by email, by ticking the appropriate box.
(Of course, this will greatly save on the ever increasing cost of printing and postage!)

e Membership rates - the annual Membership rates continue to be £6 per adult and £2
per child (under 18). Please remember that from this fee we pay a levy of £2 per head
to the Badger Trust to support its valuable work. The membership fee doesn’t cover
our costs, so we (and the badgers!) continue to be very grateful to those able to add a
donation to their fees. Please indicate where you are able to Gift Aid any donation to
the Group by ticking the box.

e How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always
welcome! Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues —
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter.

Please then return your form to us as soon as possible, preferably scanned and
emailed to: membership@binfieldbadqgers.orqg.uk
or by post to the address on the form.

e Payments - there are 3 ways to pay. (1) pay by BACS - our bank details are:
Name: Binfield Badger Group / Sort code: 40-47-39 / Account number: 71496212,
(2) pay via Paypal - please use the ‘Donate’ button in the ‘Join Us’ section on the
website; (3) return a cheque (made payable to ‘Binfield Badger Group’) along with
your membership form - our address is given on the form.
(We are charged fees for every cheque banked and for every Paypal transaction
so more of your money goes to badgers if you are able to pay via BACS.)

(If paying by BACS or Paypal, please mark the form “paid via BACS” or “paid via
website” when you return the form to us.)

If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to
the ‘Join Us’ page on our web site: http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
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LABOUR ISSUE SUPPLEMENTARY BADGER CULL LICENCES FOR 2025! - 5.6.25

In May, the Badger Trust, together with Wild Justice, gained permission from a judge to
challenge the legality of the badger cull supplementary licences issued in 2024. These
licences were granted by Natural England against advice from its own scientists and allowed
farmers to kill badgers between June and November 2024. Expectation was high that further
licenses would not be granted pending the outcome of the legal challenge. However, in June,
supplementary licences for 2025 were granted, as detailed in the following article by the
Badger Trust.

Natural England confirms second year of badger culling under 2024 Supplementary
licences, challenged in upcoming court case by Badger Trust and Wild Justice.

END
BREAKING il .7 to Baiger Trust and Wid

Justice that they have authorised the
N EWS second year of badger culling under the
X ' ' Supplementary cull licences first issued

in 2024, the very licences now at the

Nine Supplementary Cull Zones | RO centre of our legal challenge, set to be
Reauthorised,in 2025 heard in court this autumn.

‘ s : Despite being subject to formal review,
the licences vaI|d untll January 2026 have been reissued following the government’s decision
to press ahead with the cull. We have today submitted an urgent request for the underlying
documentation, including the scientific advice used to justify this decision.

On what grounds have these licences been issued? - Surely not to protect Natural England’s
relationship with farmers again - they couldn’t be that short-sighted, could they?

Has Natural England again ignored the advice of their Director of Science, Dr Peter
Brotherton, and condemned thousands more badgers to death in the Labour government's
self-proclaimed ‘ineffective badger culls’?

Steve Reed has some explaining to do -
e Why continue a discredited policy?
e Why follow the failed footsteps of the previous government?

“This decision is utterly indefensible. The Government has chosen to authorise another
year of badger culling in the face of a legal challenge, scientific opposition, and public outrage.
They promised change, but instead, are doubling down on a failed policy that has decimated
badger populations without effectively tackling bovine TB.

The badger blame game must end now.” Nigel Palmer, CEO Badger Trust

Over 95% of bovine TB transmission is cattle-to-cattle, not badger-to-cattle. Let’s be clear:
Vaccinating badgers is not a solution, and neither is mass Kkilling. It's time to stop scapegoating
wildlife and start addressing the real drivers of bTB within the cattle industry.

Badger culling has had a devastating impact on Badger populations, 240,000 badgers being
killed, 75% through inhumane free shooting. Britain is already one of the
most nature-depleted countries in Europe. At the same time, this
government appears intent on destroying our native species through badger
culling and by removing protections for species and habitats in the Planning
and Infrastructure Bill.

BADGER
TRUST
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OVER HALF OF UK BADGER POPULATION KILLED: 247,880 CULLED SINCE 2013

On 13t June, the Badger Trust announced that Natural England had released figures detailing
the number of Badgers culled in the intensive, supplementary and low-risk area (LRA) culls -
another 17,150 badgers were killed in 2024.

The Trust says: The Badger Blame Game has continued. When the
government pledged to end the ‘ineffective badger culls’—their words, not
ours—we hoped we wouldn’t have to write this post again. An additional
17,150 badgers have been Killed for a policy that no one believes works,
bringing the total number culled since 2013 to 247,880 (51% of the last
population estimate).

BADGEH This is a policy built on failure. Badger Trust is clear: this is not about bovine
TF—?I U bT TB control. If that were the case, the focus would be on the source, which is
that 94% of all bovine TB transmission is from cattle to cattle.

Natural England’s figures reveal that six of the eighteen intensive cull areas reduced their
targets. Let’s not forget that it is the cull contractors who set and amend the figures, not
Natural England, which proves that they’ve no idea how many badgers there are to start with.

In total, seven of the cull zones, both supplementary and intensive, did not hit their minimum
cull targets - that is an epic failure and not a success, as the Chief Vet claims. Four of these
areas also failed to meet their minimum targets last year, and two areas have not achieved
their minimum cull targets since 2019. Seven cull areas failed to meet their minimum cull
targets in 2024, with two of these areas repeatedly falling short of their targets since 2019.

The Chief Vet’'s assessment of success is based on the number and accuracy of the badgers
shot, with the priority that no people were harmed. There is no part of the reporting criteria
relating to Bovine TB, so the report is critically flawed.

Badger Trust calls on the Government to bring an end to the pointless and costly
slaughter of badgers, which has had little to no impact on the number of cattle that are killed
prematurely because they have bovine TB. The disease exists within the cattle herd. The true
solution lies in vaccinating cattle and employing enhanced testing, which is readily available,
as the most effective approach to eradicate the scourge of Bovine T.B.

Nearly a quarter of a million Badgers have been killed and not even tested - it is a
travesty that has left badger populations in some areas so low that the shooters cannot
find them to kill them. Natural England has no data to support its figures on the badger
population, which have been produced by the cull companies and taken as correct by NE.

BADGER

Together we can END THE CULL
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QUIZ PAGE
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ACROSS

1. The process which allows green plants to make
food from sunlight, carbon dioxide and water (14)
7. Nectar-feeding, flying insects which often have
brightly coloured wings (11)

8. A serious shortage of rain (7)

9. These insects collect pollen and make honey
and wax (4)

12. The parts of a plant which have petals and
pollen (7)

14. Another name for daddy-long-legs (5,5)

15. A sweet food made by bees from nectar (5)
16. Like dragonflies but usually slimmer (11)

18. Light from the sun in a cloudless sky (8)

20. A bird related to the swallow, which builds mud
nests under the eaves of buildings (11)

22. Summer visiting birds with forked tails, often
catching insects over water (8)

24. The four-leaved version of this is believed to be
lucky (6

25. The smallest but most numerous animals on the
planet (7)

27. Summer visiting birds with curved, back-swept
wings, who rarely stop flying (6

28. The showy, colourful parts of a flower (6)

29. See 5 down (6)

(Courtesy of Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust -
www.countrysideinfo.co.uk)

Binfield Badger Group
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DOWN

2. Same as 20 across (11)

3. The sunrises here (4)

4. The male of this hoofed animal has antlers (4)

5. Alarge dark beetle the male of which appears to
have antlers (4, 6)

6. During the summer, this part of the day seems
agreeably long (9)

8. Fast-flying, long-bodied predatory insects with
long transparent wings (11)

10. The fine, powdery dust produced by male flowers
which sticks to bees and fertilizes female flowers (6)
11. Our very smallest bird is the gold-
12. Young birds just about ready to fly (10)

17. Like butterflies but they usually fly at night and
have feathery antennae (5)

18. You could call each of these "a baby plant with
some food and a coat"; sown in correct conditions,
they develop into new plants (5)

19. This semi-aquatic fish-eating mammal seems to
be gradually recovering from near-extinction (5)

22. Exaggerating the importance of a minor problem
is sometimes called "making a mountain out of a....(8
23. Lady's Tresses, Helleborines, Green-winged .....,
Twayblades, are all ............. (7)

26. The stage between caterpillar and butterfly,
another name for chrysalis (4)

(O cheating — ahswers hear the back!

www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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A LITTLE LAMBOURN MIRACLE! - Jill

Many of us know Lambourn as the valley of the racehorse, but with its gently undulating hills,
chalky outcrops and plentiful woodland, it’s also the valley of the badger!

With the dry spring that we have just had, we’ve had a number of calls from members of the
public across the county with sightings of weak and emaciated badgers who have struggled to
get access to water. Equally, with the ground being so firm, it has been hard for them to
forage for food.

One such callout was from Lambourn, where a member of the public ﬁ v
reported a badger cub on the roadside who seemed disoriented and % H [’“
looked extremely thin. Our amazing friends at Oxfordshire Wildlife

Rescue (https://www.oxfordshirewildliferescue.co.uk/) assisted and sent a OXFORDSHIRE
member of their team out to locate and rescue the cub. WILDLIFE RESCUE

On arrival at the rescue, the cub, who was female and has subsequently been named
“Primrose”, was found to be thin, dehydrated and had a wound to her rump. It's hard to say
why she was found in this location, but with scarcity of food and water she could have been
driven from the sett as the smallest of the clan as it became survival of the fittest.

Since being at the rescue, she has come on by leaps and
bounds. She is now around 10 weeks old and has put on
weight, thanks to the round the clock care provided by the
staff. Sadly, she can’t be returned to where she was
found as she has been away from her clan for too long to
guarantee them accepting her back. Instead she will
shortly be joining a number of other orphaned cubs at
another wildlife rescue, with whom she will form a new
clan and be relocated to a new home in a secret badger
friendly location.

Our thanks go out to the team at Oxfordshire Wildlife
Rescue for their dedicated care that has given Primrose a
second chance at life! If you'd like to donate to their
wonderful work, so they can help more wild animals —
please follow this link to Oxfordshire Wildlife Hospital
Appeal:

https.:.//www.oxfordshirewildliferescue.co.uk/oxfordshire-wildlife-hospital-appeal

*s

NOW.... SOME SAD NEWS — BUT WITH AN IMPORTANT LESSON! - Jill

In May, we had a report of a badger “stuck in a hole” in Wootton Hill, West Berkshire.

Upon attending the incident, there was indeed a badger stuck head first in what looked like a
rabbit hole — it certainly wasn’t big enough for a badger. The poor badger had been trying to
push herself backwards, but was stuck fast. With help from Oxfordshire Wildlife rescue, the
badger was dug out and taken back to the hospital for assessment. Sadly she was very
emaciated and dehydrated and also quite old and weak. She was euthanised as it was the
kindest thing to do. The lesson here is that the badger had been seen stuck several days
earlier and there was a conversation about the incident on local social media, but no one had
bothered to report it until, thankfully, one lady saw the post and called it in.

If only the people who had seen her several days earlier had done the right thing straight
away, maybe the outcome would have been different! A very sad tale @
Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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PROPOSED PLANNING BILL SPELLS DISASTER FOR WILDLIFE - Badger Trust

Since the Government announced its proposed new Planning and
Infrastructure Bill (P&l bill) earlier this year, the Badger Trust has been
strongly voicing its concerns about its impact on badger populations.
The current planning system does not do enough to protect badgers and
their habitats and we fear that the proposed changes will cause further harm
and suffering. Any changes to the planning system need to strengthen BADGER
environmental protections, not weaken them further. TRUST

The Trust's fears were well founded when, on the 18" May, proposed amendments to
the Protection of Badgers Act (PoBA) were pushed through a Planning and
Infrastructure Committee session, despite serious concerns from MPs and Badger
Trust that the changes would significantly weaken legal protections and pave the
way for the killing of badgers under vague development criteria.

Gideon Amos MP said “This is a significant change in the law, from a power to interfere
with badger setts and badgers to a power to kill badgers”. \While the situation is
concerning, it is clear that badgers have supporters within Parliament.

The Badger Trust will continue to advocate for badgers and explore other options to
remove two clauses from the new Planning and Infrastructure Bill that threaten to
undermine the Act. Badger Trust Chief Executive, Nigel Palmer, stated,

"While this is a setback, we have other options. | want to thank all our groups and
supporters for their significant impact; the influx of emails to their local MPs has made a
difference. Today's result reflects politics over protection. Still, we remain resolute in our
efforts to protect badgers.”

The Trust discusses the Planning and Infrastructure Bill in more detail, including how the
proposed system and changes to the law may affect badgers here.

Since this article was published by the Badger Trust, the Planning & Infrastructure Bill
has passed its 3rd Reading in the House of Commons. The debate was fiery with 15
Labour MPs rebelling. Whilst that wasn’t enough to stop this Bill, hopefully it will give
both the Government and the House of Lords food for thought. All is not yet lost - we
now have to hope that Amendments are agreed between the Lords and the Commons
that will make the Bill less damaging to the environment.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Please watch out for further requests for action as the situation unfolds.

#SpaceForBadgers BadgerTrust.org.uk

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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MASS LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT TO PROTECT NATURE -9 JULY 2025

The Climate Coalition is a UK-based group of
FOR PEOPLE over 130 organisations, working together to
CLIMATE AND address climate change and nature loss.

NATURE

On Wednesday 9th July 2025, thousands of
people from every corner of the UK will
come to Westminster to tell our MPs: this is
a moment for leadership that protects what
matters most — our health, our nature, our
communities, our climate, and our future.

PARLIAMENT SQUARE
09.07.25

WHY IT MATTERS

Our MPs have an opportunity to protect what matters most here in the UK and around the
world — from our green spaces, rivers, and woodlands, to our health, our communities and our
future. We can shape a better tomorrow — together.

If you care about the world around you — and the people and nature in it — showing up can
make a real difference.

You don’t need to be a campaigner, or to have met your MP before, or have even spoken
about climate or nature. We have an opportunity to come together for a healthier, safer, fairer,
greener future for generations to come around the world.

The future we build together is the legacy we leave behind. '

Find out more about the Mass Lobby in London on 9th July here:
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/act-now-change-forever
-]
-]

APHA “BADGERS FOUND DEAD” PROJECT — NOW CLOSED - Jill

The final results of the Southern Edge Road Traffic Accident (RTA) study are now available as the
project has been closed. The project for our region started on 6 April 2021 and involved volunteers
locating and collecting badger carcasses which were tested for TB at the University of Nottingham.
The counties covered included Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire and East
Sussex, with the aim of detecting the presence and location of TB infection in badgers to ascertain
any relationship with the level of bTB in cattle.

The project itself has not been without controversy as the results have been spun by the pro-cull
lobbyists and farmers, but it has allowed badger groups to challenge the flawed science behind the
badger cull as the number of TB positives were low.

There are multiple cultures that exist within TB itself, but the study attempted to use samples to
test for the Mycobacterium spp culture — a process which typically takes around 12 weeks to
determine the outcome. The positive samples all undergo “whole genome sequencing” to aid
identification of an outbreak source or spread by epidemiologists — this is then the % number
presented in the report. The overall prevalence, as confirmed by whole genome sequencing, was
6.5% (28/428), ranging between 1.1% in Hampshire and 13.0% in Oxfordshire and for Berkshire it
was 9.1%.

APHA have made the results public and for those of you who are interested, you can view them at
the following link: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-025-86930-y

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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(Courtesy of Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust - www.countrysideinfo.co.uk)

Hope you found all the Summery answers!

|And finally ... BADGER TEAM WORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK!! - Karen

Our friends in North East Hampshire
Badger Group took a call about a badger
cub in trouble by the side of the road in
West Berkshire. To their credit, they didn’t
let county boundaries slow things down
and proceeded in getting help for the cub.
Only once the cub was safe did they
contact us. We went over to check the
area in case there were any other cubs in
distress in the adjacent woodland, which
fortunately there were not. We did,
however, find 3 very active setts close by
so it seems to be generally a thriving
community of badgers, albeit likely o
struggling to get food in this dry weather. ThIS clan fortunately have a pond ne rby at
least. As you can see from the photo, the rescued cub is doing well and, after the required
TB test (which BBG will fund), will shortly be transferred to join a group of cubs at another
Rescue.

— ”
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COMMITTEE

Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin | Postal Address:

_ Binfield Badger Group
Secretary: Judith Darnell, Woodley c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business Park,
Treasurer: Karen McCoy, Sonning Suttons Park Avenue,
Membership Secretary: Reading RG6 1AZ

Judith Darnell, Woodley

Binfield Badger Group E-Mail:
c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Park, Suttons Park Avenue, Facebook:
Reading RG6 1AZ fb.me/binfieldbadgers
Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead Website:
o www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Talks: John Fennell, Binfield www. binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Copse maintenance: Cathy Holwill, Reading
Newsletter: Judith Darnell, Woodley
Vaccination: Jill Hoblin, Newbury
Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning
Surveys: Committee members
Planning: Committee members
Rescues: Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead
Website: Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill

Your MP: www.writetothem.com/

Badger Trust, 95 Ditchling Road, Brighton BN1 4ST
f!i Phone - 01273 033440
Web - www.badger.org.uk

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

Binfield Badger Group 0844 804 1146 (Premium Rate)
RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106
Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue 07549 322464
Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132
Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER -
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE.

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE.
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