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Reproduction in badgers

W Adult badgers generally mate in Spring soon ofter the cubs are born

. BUT pregnancy doesn't start straight away. The Fertilised egqq (embr'yo)
Floats in the sow’s uterus for up to 10 months. Only when the emlaryo
"y implants in the wall of her uterus in December is she ac-l-ually Preﬁnan’r.

WHY do badgers use DELAYED IMPLANTATION?
Mating and birth can both take pPlace in Spring when adults
are Fittest and when there is most food for cubs to Find

Delayed
implan+a+ion _ . Only 407 of embryos
‘.A. implant succeggpully and

20-30% of those Fail.

Cubs are adult size Decem ber Cubs are 12em long at birth, blind
by about & months

but generally do not
breed until at least 2
years old

and with very little hair

Embryo implants and

pregnancy starts,

las-Hnﬂ obout 7
weeks

-
6} 5
¥ Q
)
s
Cubs emerge in » 3
- : = 2 .
AP‘,.“ |0u+ sl é Cube are bo\"l’l N
stay close to A o 2 9 %, chambers lined with
mum For a Few S0 % T, % o bedding (vege‘raﬁon)
R e s QAX \)0\(/ eX .
months when % OAQ Y % © "b\o 3 X\(\o& dragged in by the sow
Foroging she Gh,fl/@ e s O}o" (o\%\ ¢ v
will continue to 4 G%g/”@,\ %9 (\yf 0>6<@ g(oee\(ﬂ “
suckle if Food 40,.,} ‘%9 % v & o™ ((v
is hard For the &‘3
cubs to Find

To keep warm, cubs rely on
heat From their mother's body
and From the bedding which
acts ke a radiato
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