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 Protecting badgers across Berkshire 
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Newsletter No. 144 March 2026 
 

 

HEAL THE LAND 
A Short Film showing the  

Inspiring Story of Hope through Rewilding 
 

8th April 2026 
All are welcome to our meeting & AGM 

at the 

Binfield Memorial Hall, Terrace Road 

South, Binfield RG42 4DS 
 

 

In this issue: 
 

•  Come to our Public Meeting & AGM! – 8th April  see page    2 

•  Group News – Talks and Rescues see page    3 

•  Time to Renew Your Membership of the Group see page    5 

•  Here’s Your Chance for a Badger Watch! see page    6  
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GROUP NEWS AND OUR NEXT PUBLIC MEETING & AGM – WEDNESDAY 8th APRIL 

PLEASE NOTE:**CHANGE OF VENUE**- BINFIELD MEMORIAL HALL (RG42 4DS) 

 

  

We are looking forward to welcoming you to our Public Meeting and AGM on 
Wednesday 8th April.   

We’ll start the meeting with the showing of the short film ‘Heal The Land’, which follows 
the start of a Rewilding journey as the English charity HEAL establishes its blueprint site 
for nature recovery on a former Somerset dairy farm.  This inspiring story of hope and 
possibility comes as England is declared one of the most nature-depleted countries on 
Earth.  To support their enterprise, please visit:  https://www.healsomerset.org.uk/donate 

Following a short break for refreshments, we will hold our short AGM - a chance for 
members to hear about what the Group has been up to over the past year and contribute 
any views/suggestions! 
 
This promises to be an interesting and informative evening.  Remember to tell your friends 
– as always, there is no entrance fee - everyone is welcome.  Doors open at 7pm and 
the meeting at the BINFIELD MEMORIAL HALL (RG42 4DS), will start at 7:30pm.  
 
Our Autumn public meeting will be on Thursday 29 October – put a note in your diary 
now before you forget!   

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OF THE GROUP 

Another year has flown by and, if your membership is due for renewal, you will find a 
form included with this newsletter.   
There is more information on how to renew on Page 5. 
 
Please continue to support our activities.  Habitat loss due to the 
demand for more housebuilding and the fight against wildlife crime, 
mean your support is again vital, so we all stand together. 
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Talking Badgers at the BBOWT Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre - Jill 

At BBG we always like to talk to people about anything badger related!  
 
We were delighted when we were invited by the Nature Discovery 
Centre in Thatcham to take part in a series of talks they had been 
hosting on Thursday afternoons on the topic of Wildlife. 
 
The Nature Discovery Centre is a visitor 

centre on a nature reserve on the outskirts of Thatcham, 
Berkshire, hosted by the local Wildlife Trust.  It’s a fantastic 
visitor centre packed full of interactive wildlife and natural 
history displays, with a network of footpaths ranging from 
small family-friendly walks to longer paths for the more 
adventurous and a bird hide that offers a perfect opportunity 
to watch the world go by.  They also have a small sett on 
site, tucked away out of human view. 
 
Our talk was very well attended, with 16 booked places, so 
the room was packed full.  Our Chairman John gave an 
illustrated talk that ranged from the origins of BBG, through 
to badger ecology and behaviour and he also talked about 
the current badger residents that we have on-site at our copse in Binfield. 
 
We were delighted to have 6 new members sign up after the event and the team at the 
Discovery Centre have also asked us to come back in the summer to do an evening talk – 
so all round, it was a badgery success! 

 
Come and meet us at TWO Binfield Events in May! 
 

We are planning to be at :- 
 
❖ the Binfield Parish May Day Celebration at Foxley Fields, Benetfeld Rd, Binfield,  

RG42 4EW on Sunday 3 May 2026 - 12 - 4pm ; 
 

and 
 

❖ the ECO Nature Fun Day at St Mark's Church, 
Popeswood Road, Binfield RG42 4AH on  
Monday 4 May 2026 - 11 - 3pm 
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RESCUE CUBS FROM TWYFORD AND WARGRAVE - Carol & Trevor 

As badgers start to emerge from winter torpor, it is no surprise that we start to see badgers 
getting into trouble.  It is also the time of year when young males explore unknown territory 
having been evicted from their natal setts to make room for this year’s cubs. 
 
We recently received a call from a lady in Twyford, who 
reported a male badger hiding in the back of her shed.  
We managed to corner the badger and coax him into a 
darkened cage without any problems.  He didn’t appear to 
be very lively so we took him straight to Tiggywinkles 
Wildlife Hospital to get him checked over by the medical 
team.  After investigation, it was confirmed he had a nasty 
territorial wound on the rump and a torn back foot nail.  
The wound was stapled under anaesthetic and he 
received antibiotics to prevent infection.  He is finishing his 
treatment and will be shortly released back to the wild. 
 
A few days later, another call came in from a lady in 
Wargrave who saw a badger lying at the back of her shed.  
When we arrived, he was tucked right at the back and 
partly wedged under the shed.  We managed to get him free and into a cage and took him 
straight to Tiggywinkles for investigation.  He was x-rayed under anaesthetic and no 
broken bones were found.  He is receiving a course of antibiotics for a nasty laceration to 
his upper, right lip.  He will also be released back to the wild soon. 
 
Thanks to the dedication and medical expertise given by the amazing team at 
Tiggywinkles, these badgers have now been given a clean bill of health and given a 
second chance.  They have now both been successfully released back into the wild. 
 
 

 
 
https://sttiggywinkles.org.uk/help-us/donate   -    by donating to Tiggywinkles, you will be 
helping them provide life-saving treatment and care to all species of British Wildlife.  Any 
amount you can give will help change the lives of the thousands of animals they care for 
each year. 
  

https://sttiggywinkles.org.uk/help-us/donate
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2026/27 Judith 

Another year has flown by and the time has arrived again for 
membership renewals.  Habitat loss due to housebuilding and the fight 
against wildlife crime, mean your support is again vital. 
 

If your membership is due for renewal, your form is enclosed.  
However, if you have asked for this newsletter to be emailed to 
you, a blank form has also been attached for you to complete 
please. 
 

Ways to renew:- 

• You can use the ‘Join Us’ page on our website:  
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us    OR… 

• Scan and email your completed form to: 
membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk     OR… 
 

• Post your completed form to the address on the form. 

• Please pay via BACS, Paypal or cheque, as you prefer: 
(1)  paying by BACS- our bank details are:Name: Binfield Badger Group / 
      Sort code: 40-47-39 / Account number: 71496212; 
(2)  paying via Paypal - please use the ‘Donate’ button in the ‘Join Us’ section  
      on the website; 
(3)  paying by cheque - please make payable to ‘Binfield Badger Group’ and  
      post, along with your membership form, to our address as given on the form. 
 

• Please make a note on the form to indicate your payment method and please 
indicate if you are able to Gift Aid any donation to the Group by ticking the box. 

 

• How can you help? - You will also see a section asking for details of how you can  
help - you are sure to find something that interests you, but more ideas are always 
welcome!  Please get in touch today with your ideas, or comments on current issues – 
contact details are all listed on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

We hope you’ll wish to continue as part of our ‘clan’.  If you know of anyone 
who would like to become a member, they can go to the ‘Join Us’ page on our 
website: http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us 
 

  WHAT YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE HELPS US DO: 
 

➢ SURVEYS & ADVICE:  Monitor badger 
sett activity; liaise with Councils on 
planning proposals; advise on badger 
issues - casualties; persecution.  

 

➢ RESCUES & RELEASES:  Call-outs to 
sick or injured badgers; rescue badgers 
trapped in awkward situations!; release 
badgers back into their former habitat. 

➢ EDUCATION:  Promote awareness by 
Newsletters; Public Meetings; Talks to 
Schools & Groups; Website &  
Facebook 

➢ SUPPORT THE BADGER TRUST:  
which represents Badger Groups in the 
UK, working to protect their local 
badgers. 

 
  

http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
mailto:membership@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us
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 BADGER WATCHES AT THE COPSE HIDE – 2026   - Cathy 

Our badger hide watches are running again 
this year, so if you’ve never seen a live 
badger before, here’s your chance! 
 
The hide holds three people, which includes 
a BBG committee member, who will be 
there to let you in and show you the ropes.   
 
We run two watches per week and all 
watches this year will take place from 
mid-April onwards to end of September. 
 

From our hide at the Binfield Copse, with 
the aid of red spectrum lighting, lucky 
visitors can see badgers going about their 
normal business just a few metres away. 
 

Timings for watches will vary through the 
year, but we normally aim to be in the hide 
an hour or so before dusk. 
 

Please bear in mind that watching badgers 
requires quiet, patience and the ability to sit 
still for a long time, so unfortunately would 
not be suitable for young children. 

 

To apply to join a watch or for more information, please email us at: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk  
 

In the meantime, if you cant wait until summer and want to see our badgers in action from 
last year, please check our youtube channel: http://www.youtube.com/@BBGVideos2025 
 

**(Please note, our badgers are shy and don’t always turn up, so sightings can’t always be 
guaranteed! - and we don't have a loo on site!.) 
 

  
 

  

mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/@BBGVideos2025
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KIDS’ PAGE 

How’s your badger knowledge? 
Have a go at solving this badgery crossword! 
 

The answers are near the end of the newsletter –  
 

Don’t cheat!  
 

 
 

Across 
1. Badgers do this to get rid of fleas! 
5.    A badger goes to sleep here 
6.    To mark with scent 
8.    Where a badger lives 
10.  Favourite food for badgers 
12.  My favourite animal! 
14.  A badger uses this to find his way 
15.  Earth dug out by badgers 
16.  A female badger 

Down 
2.    Young badgers 
3.    Good tools for digging! 
4.    A badger’s coat is made of this 
7.    Someone who digs out badgers 
9.    Underground passages 
11.  A badger’s is white on black 
12.  A male badger 
13.  Badger poo! 
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HELP SPEAK UP FOR BADGERS IN MAIDENHEAD’S ‘GREEN LUNG’! 

 
 

A well-established, active main badger sett and subsidiaries on the, now former, 
Maidenhead Golf Club site are under great threat due to development of 1500 houses by 
developer, Cala Homes.  The badgers, that have made it their home for many years, will 
suffer from loss of foraging, habitat fragmentation and disturbance over the ten year period 
planned for the completion of the development, and beyond. 
 

The Friends of Rushington Copse was formed to 
advocate for the protection of the ancient /mature 
woodlands and as much greenspace as is possible for 
wildlife... we fear very little mitigation will be provided 
and this is likely to result in the eventual demise of the 
resident badgers.  They have been told that the main 
sett in Rushington Copse will be retained, but that some 
outliers setts will be closed.  The Group are also fighting 
to get the Council to retain Desborough Woods, where 
new schools are planned to be built. 
 

We emailed our Binfield Badger Group members last month and must thank those of you 
who were able to attend the Consultation Event with Cala Homes on 24th February, to 
help voice our concerns for the welfare of the resident badgers - we need to keep banging 
the drum for our wildlife and our precious green spaces! 
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END OF THE BADGER CULL LICENCES?  - Badger Trust -29/1/26 

 
 
The Badger Trust, along with the other animal welfare groups listed above, supports the 
UK Government's decision to end intensive and supplementary badger cull licences in 
England from January 2026. 
 
We are, however, concerned that culling will be retained under the UK Government's 
new bovine tuberculosis (bTB) eradication strategy.  Currently, one remaining cull 
licence in Cumbria - a low-risk area for bTB - is set to remain in effect until 2029. 
 
As stated in the government's Animal Welfare Strategy released last month, it is critically 
important to be at the cutting edge of research to drive forward policy thinking.  
 
The indiscriminate and unscientific culling of badgers has no role in the eradication of bTB 
in cattle.  Scientific evidence consistently demonstrates that most disease transmission 
occurs between cattle, and given the government's own assessment that badger culling is 
ineffective, the Cumbria licence should end in line with others.  
 
The main priorities for tackling the disease should be improved cattle testing accuracy, 
stricter controls on cattle movement, and implementing robust biosecurity measures on 
farms, with greater support for farmers.  
 
We do not support badger vaccination as the primary method for controlling bTB in cattle.  
 
While vaccinating badgers can protect badgers from the disease and support wildlife 
welfare, there is currently no evidence that it offers a meaningful solution to tackling bTB in 
cattle herds.  
 
As the UK Government-commissioned Godfray Review acknowledged, 
there has been no significant reduction in bTB in cattle after 13 years of 
lethal badger control.  
 
We must not return to the ineffective and inhumane policies of previous 
governments, which resulted in the loss of over half the estimated 
badger population in England, and poor outcomes for farmers.  
 
There is a better way forward for farmers, badgers, and for communities across the 
country.  
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SPRING IS SPRUNG, THE GRASS IS RIS, I WONDER WHERE  - Andy 
THOSE BADGERS IS………  
 

March is a great time of year to get out and 
about and do some badger watching.  With 
Winter receding, the clan becomes 
noticeably more active and the slightly 
warmer weather makes it easier for us 
people to sit still outside, awaiting their 
arrival.  If you know of a local sett, have a 
quiet look around for signs of activity such 
as new bedding at a sett entrance or fresh 
spoil outside a hole. 
 

You’re also more likely from March onwards to 
see badgers foraging nightly in fields for their 
favourite meal; earthworms.  An adult badger 
can consume up to two hundred of these per 
night.  I have it on good authority that they’re 
high in protein, iron, amino acids, and also 
contain copper, manganese and zinc.  
Apparently, they’re also a very good source of 
calcium.  Nonetheless, I don’t feel like adding 

them to my diet any time soon!  But for the badger, they’re manna from heaven.  
Seemingly, the most nutritional part of the worm is found in the bottom half, so the badger 
is careful to suck the whole worm out in once piece, rather than just nibbling the top end.  
With all this increased activity, however, comes increased risk.  Early Spring can be a 
peak time for badger road deaths, making it a time when drivers need to be extra vigilant 
and perhaps slow down a little. 
 

In April you’re most likely to see this year’s 
cubs emerge from the sett for the first time.  
The world must seem an extraordinarily 
wide place after the close confines below 
ground.  April can also be very helpful in 
accurately sexing adult badgers.  It can be 
difficult to tell the boys from the girls 
sometimes, but a lactating sow is generally 
pretty obvious.  On more than one 
occasion, I’ve been with experienced 
‘badgerologists’ who are surprised to see 
that ‘he’ is in fact ‘she’!  April is also great 
because the badgers might emerge before dark, giving a better view for us humans. 
 

By May, the cubs have become very active and noticeably 
more confident in their surroundings, happily foraging 
independently.  Nonetheless, nature remains red in tooth 
and claw.  Still only a few months old, they’re vulnerable to 
predators such as foxes, and mum remains close by, ever 
watchful.  By now, we’ve hopefully all shed our thermals 
for evening watches and can enjoy seeing our badgers 
emerge at dusk to partake of the evening sun.  You never 
know,  you may even get a chance to take that classic 
‘badger in bluebells’ photo, if you’re really lucky..  
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BADGER CROSSWORD - ANSWERS 

 

Across: 1. Scratch; 5. Chamber; 6. Musk; 8. Sett;  
10. Worms; 12. Badger; 14.Nose; 15. Spoil; 16. Sow 
 
Down:    2. Cubs; 3. Claws; 4. Fur; 7. Baiter;  
9. Tunnels; 11. Stripe.; 12. Boar; 13. Dung 
 

                  How did you do? 
 
 
 

AND FINALLY  –  WE’VE ALWAYS KNOWN OUR UK WILDLIFE IS PRICELESS!! 

 
 

British wildlife will replace 
historical figures on the next 
series of Bank of England 
banknotes - and the public will 
get their say on which animals 
and birds will appear. 
 

“Images of wildlife would be 
difficult to counterfeit, while also 
allowing for a celebration of 
nature across the country”, the 
Bank said. 

 

Nature was the most popular theme in the 44,000 responses to a public consultation and 
focus groups on banknote imagery. 
 

A panel of experts, made up of wildlife filmmakers and presenters, including Gordon 
Buchanan, will choose the contenders to feature on the next set of Bank of England 
designs and a wildlife shortlist will be put before the public.  The final decision will be 
made by the Bank's governor, but it is likely to be a few years before the new notes 
enter circulation. 
 

In the summer, the public will be invited to say which specific wildlife, native to the UK, 
from the shortlist that they would like to feature on the next series of banknotes. 
 
 
 

We already know who’ll be top of our list!! 
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COMMITTEE  

 
Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin 

Secretary:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Treasurer:  Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Membership Secretary:   

Judith Darnell, Woodley 
Binfield Badger Group 

  c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business 
   Park, Suttons Park Avenue, 
  Reading RG6 1AZ  

Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead 

Talks:   John Fennell, Binfield 

Copse maintenance:  Cathy Holwill, Reading 
   

Newsletter:  Judith Darnell, Woodley 

Vaccination:  Jill Hoblin, Newbury 

Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning 

Surveys:  Committee members         

Planning:  Committee members 

Rescues:  Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead  

Website:  Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill 
 

Your MP:      www.writetothem.com/ 
 

  Badger Trust, 95 Ditchling Road, Brighton BN1 4ST 
  Phone            - 01273 033440 
  Web               - www.badger.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER – 
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE. 
 

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE. 

Postal Address: 
Binfield Badger Group 
c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business Park, 
Suttons Park Avenue, 
Reading RG6 1AZ  
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

Binfield Badger Group                                              0844 804 1146 (Premium Rate) 

RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999 

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106 

Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue 07549 322464 

Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132 

Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292 

 

 

 

Email: 
badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk 
Facebook: 
fb.me/binfieldbadgers 
Website: 
www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk 

mailto:badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
http://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/

