Binfield Badger Group

Protecting badgers across Berkshire
Charity Number: 1075886
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(‘Winter Badgers’ by kind permission of Sally Elford — www.sallyelford.co.uk)

% The Committee of the Binfield Badger Group %%
wishes all its members a Happy Christmas
In this issue:

o Group News and Meeting Dates in 2026 see page 2
o News from the Copse see page 3
o Planning & Infrastructure Bill Update see page 6
o Badger Trust’s ‘Big Christmas Give’ Success see page 9
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GROUP NEWS AND DATES FOR OUR MEETINGS IN 2026

Our two Public Meetings are planned for the following dates in 2026 —
THURSDAY EVENINGS - 9TH APRIL (inc our AGM) AND 29TH OCTOBER

We always have an an interesting and informative evening and our speaker
for the April meeting will be announced nearer the date.

Please tell your friends — there is no entrance fee - everyone is welcome.
Remember to put the date in your new 2026 diary!
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A New Home for Orphaned Cubs - Howard Moss, NE Hants Badger Group

Howard, from the NE Hants Badger Group, kindly came along to our October meeting to
tell us about their ambitious and exciting project to create an artificial badger sett and
re-home orphaned badger cubs!

“Our Group was set up in 2022 and this year we have managed to achieve our goal. It all
started in April when we were contacted by a land owner near Bordon who wanted to create
an artificial sett and take in some orphans. We visited the site and established that it was a
suitable location with no other incumbent badgers, suitable foraging ground and, last but by no
means least, a safe place away from any forms of persecution. AED e R T

Having established that the above site met all the criteria, work
commenced on building the sett and it was completed within one
week - our chosen material for this construction was reconstituted
plastic wood. The design of this sett was of four chambers,
interconnected with plastic pipes for tunnels and two entrances.

We had seen an article by
the Essex Badger
Protection Group, who
had rescued over 20 N
orphaned cubs this year. N

We agreed to take six orphaned cubs, who Would be
ready for rehoming and release in October. Prior to
us being able to re-home the cubs, they all had to be
| tested for bTB and the Essex group organised this.
== We took delivery of 6 very healthy badger cubs at the
beginning of October - 4 females and 2 males

As the cubs had to be transported all the way from Essex, we
delayed their release until late afternoon so the cubs could settle
into their new home overnight and then have the next day as well
to recover. The cubs were ‘support fed’ for several weeks so they
could learn to forage - and the cost for all the food was covered by
kind donations.

The cubs settled in very well and we set up a live stream camera
to monitor them. A nearby old badger sett has now been dug out
again and is currently being occupied...we believe this is the new
home that the cubs have decided to move into!

It has been a wonderful experience watching the cubs develop and explore the area and settle
in so quickly. We hope that they all survive and live long and happy lives.”
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NEWS FROM THE BINFIELD COPSE — INTRODUCING STAR LUX’S CUBS! -John

From observations, primarily made from trail camera clips, we are now reasonably sure
that Star Lux’s cubs are a sow and boar.

We have named them Stella and Cosmo and they have been added to the Copse Badger
Family Tree. I'm indebted to recent new member Rhea for suggesting the name Cosmo

for a boar cub.

Both cubs appear to be doing well and have been seen regularly with their mum - this is
particularly so in the case of Stella.

Gtella

cosmo

Stella is not a new name in our close-knit Binfield Badger Group community. Some long-
time group members will recall that Stella Whittle was once our secretary. Stella is still a
valued group member and now has the honour of being the first committee member to
have a badger named after her — albeit as it fits nicely with our Galaxy themed names!

Copse Badgers’ Family Tree since 2021 :
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A SURVEY IN SANDLEFORD PARK, WEST BERKSHIRE - Jill

Sandleford Park is a large, green
open space to the South of
Newbury and currently comprises
arable land, grazing pastures for
livestock, ancient woodland and a
chalk stream. It's a gently
undulating green space with lovely
views across a number of Newbury
villages as far as the hills at
Combe. It is a beautiful place...

...sadly, it won’t be beautiful for
much longer.

Sandleford Park was included
in the Local Plan that was
recently accepted by West
Berkshire Council. The plans
include development for up to
2000 houses across 2 sites
and will also comprise a new
primary school, community
facilities, a local centre, “new ;
country parkland” and new road infrastructure. Outline Permission for Phase 1
(Sandleford East) for 360 houses has now been granted, with work planned to start in
early 2026, but the local objection group believes the number of houses will change and
be increased as development gets underway.

A survey last year had recorded 2 outlier setts on the edge of the area, but the group felt
that there must be more activity than this, as it is perfect “badger territory”, so last month
we held a group sett survey day. Sure enough, we found lots of badger activity, including
latrines, runs, digging, hairs and a very large active sett found on the edge of the proposed
development site. It was quite worrying that this was not mentioned in the ecology report
that was written to support the development.

Although we cannot stop this development from happening, we can write to West
Berkshire council and submit a mitigation letter that asks them to enforce conditions on the
developer to provide some protections for the badgers and the area surrounding the sett.

We have plans to complete a wider survey of the area in the coming months to ensure that
we have recorded any other badger signs that will need to
be brought to the attention of the developer.

If you'd like to join us please look out for more information
on how to get involved in the New Year! We need to know
where our badgers are so we can best protect them - you
can learn more about sett surveying here:
https://www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/about-sett-surveys

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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GET YOUR CHRISTMAS THINKING CAPS ON!
KID§ REINDEER QUIZ -

How much do you Khow about reindeer? [.et’s see!

2. What is another name for a reindeer? Elk; Caribou; Moose

2. Do male or female reindeer grow antlers? Male; Female; Both

3. RangiFer tarandus is ******x for rejndeer? (Greek; [Latih; German

¢. Which is NOT one of Santa’'s reindeer?  Steve; Prancer; Donhner

5. How many miles can reindeer trave/on  Qver 1,000; Qver 3,000;
their annual migration? 500 miles

(Quiz courtesy of CBBC Newsround)

MYSTERY CHRISTMAS CAROL

The words listed below are from a familiar Christmas Carol. What is it?
Find and circle all of the words hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell the name of the Christmas Carol.

ALL MEASURE

ANCIENT MERRY HYEPYLLOHLMWCGN

APPAREL NEW TLRRDTLWSELEAADO

AWAY NOW

BEFORE OLD | LOATIEEHCKARYW

BLAZING OUR WOFHAOSLMITTORY

BOUGHS PASSES

CAROL SEASON JJEHESGELPLHLEY

CHORUS SING

DON STRIKE YOBHAEAEAEEEAES

FAST TELL UTYLSSDSTRRRNHH

FOLLOW TIDE

GAY TIS LNNOUTSLUHRAGOT

HAIL TOGETHER EESRUERSEWEUPRD

HARP TREASURE

HEEDLESSS TROLL WIEESSAIASOROPL

HOLLY WEATHER WCADNELTKBSLLOA

JOIN WHILE

JOLLY WIND I NS T RYAWAEL I LSD

JOYOUS WITH

LADS YEAR NAOTGNI ZALBDNOS

LASSES YULE DJNTSAFSUROHCGE

Don’t cheat! answers near the back) (Quiz courtesy of Livewire Puzzles)
Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE BILL ~AMENDMENT 40 REJECTED - Badger Trust

The Badger Trust is deeply concerned as Amendment 40 to the
Planning & Infrastructure Bill (PIB) has been rejected and the Bill
has now passed through both Houses.

This marks another setback for badgers, British wildlife, and vulnerable
habitats such as chalk streams.

BADGER Despite the outcome, our collective efforts made a difference.

TF} U ST Thanks to the work of badger groups, and supporters, the
government acknowledged that species like badgers must be
surveyed, not just for ecology, but for animal welfare - a crucial recognition raised
by the Animal Sentience Committee.

The government has also committed to sequencing early Environmental Delivery Plans
(EDPs) around nutrient pollution only, giving us a vital test case to scrutinise how EDPs
are developed and delivered.

Badger Trust Chief Executive, Nigel Palmer, said

“The Badger Trust, our groups, and supporters have worked tirelessly to engage with
Peers and their MPs, and have achieved some safeguards for Badgers, which is a
significant achievement, given the government's large majority and determination to
drive this Bill into law.

We do not believe that the statement from Baroness Taylor offers any real respite for
Badgers and wildlife; it merely commits the government to updating parliament.

This is not the time to let any setbacks deter us from our goal of protecting badgers,
their setts, and the foraging grounds vital for them and other native wildlife.”

You can read more of the Trust's comments on this concerning setback here:
https.//www.badgertrust.org.uk/post/badger-trust-update-on-amendment-40-to-the-
planning-infrastructure-bill

Badger protections
are vanishing.

SO will our badgers

WE WILL BE WATCHING CLOSELY - WE WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR
PROPER PROTECTIONS FOR BADGERS.

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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....AND THE STARK REALITY OF ‘BUILD, BUILD, BUILD’!

The Planning & Infrastructure Bill (PIB), which proposes to streamline planning processes
to accelerate the delivery of 1.5 million new homes and fast-track major infrastructure
projects, threatens to rip apart decades of wildlife protection. Hidden deep in the Bill is
Part 6 which includes a dangerous amendment that has potentially serious implications for
the Protection of Badgers Act (1992), one of the few laws standing between badgers and
destruction.

The Protection of Badgers Act (PoBA) is a hard-won legal protection for both badgers and
their homes. However, in its final form, the PIB might seriously weaken this piece of
legislation and allow badgers to be killed or forcibly removed just to make way for
development. Now more than ever, we must recognise badgers for their role as ecosystem
engineers and protect them and their homes accordingly.

>

Existing legislation affords more environmental protection than that offered by the PIB.
Nonetheless, this is the sight that recently shocked locals in the Milton Keynes area.
Planning to build a complete mini town with 930 homes, developers have placed steel
mesh over badger setts, with metal doors in place to ensure that, once the badgers leave
their sett, they cannot re-enter and will be forced to relocate to an alternative natural or
artificial sett.

Although such actions are technically legal, under license from Natural England, itis a
highly controversial move amongst wildlife campaigners and has been branded as cruel
and callous by hundreds of protestors. If developers are given still greater freedom to
prioritise building over animal welfare and the environment, we are right to be very
concerned at what the future might hold.

Badgers are part of Britain’s heritage. They are resilient, social, and iconic — and will only
remain in our landscape if we stand up for them.

SAY NO TO THE KILLING BILL DEFEND THEIR HOME THEIR LIVES THEIR ACT!

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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TRUST’S WILDLIFE CRIME MANAGER WINS AWARD - Badger Trust

Craig Fellowes, MBE, Wildlife Crime and Training Manager at Badger Trust and the
National Wildlife Crime Unit, has received the prestigious Clark R Bavin Award for his long
and distinguished career, which includes developing and delivering CITES enforcement
training courses attended by thousands of law enforcement and customs officers in the UK
and internationally, as well as coordinating the seizure of significant quantities of trafficked
wildlife products.

Craig said "It is an extreme honour and privilege to receive this award. | am greatly
honoured to receive the recognition for all the work, but it’s not just about me. It’s for
everyone in this country and across the world that fights to protect our valuable resources
every minute of every day. | would like to also recognise the support of the Badger Trust
and National Wildlife Crime Unit whilst accepting this award."

s

WORRIED ABOUT MISSING THE CHRISTMAS POST DEADLINE? - Badger Trust

Send Christmas eCards

And donate the cost of cards and stamps!

DontSendMeACard.com

Relax and send e-cards instead! Did you know you can send charity e-cards
and support badgers too, in just a few clicks? Join in the fun this year and help
badgers too!

Send an E-card >

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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BIG GIVE SUCCESS!! - Badger Trust

The Badger Trust are bowled over
that we reached our Big Give
Christmas Challenge target in less
than 24 hours!

. In total, you wonderful wildlife

Y champions raised an incredible

1 £17,945 to help protect our nation's
| badgers!

We are so grateful for your generosity and helping us reach this goal together. Thank you
to everyone who donated and shared our posts to spread the word. A massive thank you
as well to our pledgers and our anonymous Big Give Champion!

s? Vo @ o

THE BADGER TRUST 2026 CALENDAR — DON’T MISS OUT!

Celebrate badgers every day of the year with our 2026 Charity Calendar!

photos that capture the full
personality of these
nocturnal beauties. From
tender family moments to
their cheeky, curious side,
these images have been

carefully selected from
2026 O talented wildlife
- = , photographers across
CALENDAR Europe.

Enjoy badgers photographed in their natural habitats by talented photographers who all
generously donated their images to help our stripey friends.

100% of the profit from this fundraising calendar supports Badger Trust’s work to protect
badgers, their setts, and their habitats.

Don’t miss out - make it yours today!:-

Order your calendar >

Binfield Badger Group www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
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QUIZ ANSWERS
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Kids’ Reindeer Quiz:

In America a reindeer is known as a caribou - they're the same species.
Reindeer are the only deer where both the males and females have antlers.
'Rangifer tarandus' is Latin for reindeer.

Steve isn't one of Santa's reindeer, but Prancer and Donner are, along with Dasher,
Dancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid and Blitzen - and not forgetting the most famous,
Rudolph!

It's more than 3,000 miles, or 5,000 kilometres. When the North American herds
travel each year to the Arctic, they go further than any other land mammal.

If you scored: 0-1, it’s @ Shame ‘deer’; 2-3, try agaih ‘deer’; -5, you reigh ‘deer’l!

L)

(Quiz courtesy of CBBC Newsround)
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Mystery Christmas Carol

This is the solution to the puzzle:
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The Mystery Christmas Carol is: DECK THE HALLS

(Quiz courtesy of Livewire Puzzles)
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|AND FINALLY..... TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT OUR GROUP!

'*f? If you know of anyone who would like to become a member, they can go to the
Membership page on our website, https.//www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk/join-us, where the
whole application process can be done quickly and securely — they can just fill out the
page then click ‘Submit’ to send it....

..... or cut out this advert and pop it in their Christmas card!! ,;%a

Are you interested in badgers?

Would you like to join a local badger group
to learn more about and help these
fascinating animals?

We are a friendly local group who arrange walks, talks
and sett surveys and are looking to expand membership
in the area.

If you would like to join us or want to find out more,
please email us at:-badgers@binfieldbadgers.orq.uk
or call us on 0844 804 1146

or visit our website www.binfieldbadgers.orq.uk

Opgn

Binfield Badger Group
Protecting badgers in Berkshire
Charity Number: 1075886

[=]
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COMMITTEE

Chairpersons: John Fennell and Jill Hoblin P.os.tal Address:

_ Binfield Badger Group
Secretary: Judith Darnell, Woodley c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business Park,
Treasurer: Karen McCoy, Sonning Suttons Park Avenue,
Membership Secretary: Reading RG6 1AZ

Judith Darnell, Woodley
Binfield Badger Group

c/o Unit 38 Suttons Business Email:
Park, Suttons Park Avenue, badgers@binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Reading RG6 1AZ Facebook:
Group email: Mike Coon, Maidenhead fb.me/_bmfleldbadgers
Website:
Talks: John Fennell, Binfield www.binfieldbadgers.org.uk
Copse maintenance: Cathy Holwill, Reading

Newsletter: Judith Darnell, Woodley

Vaccination: Jill Hoblin, Newbury

Sett/RTA Records: Karen McCoy, Sonning

Surveys: Committee members

Planning: Committee members

Rescues: Carol and Trevor Samuel, Maidenhead
Website: Karen McCoy and Cathy Holwill

Your MP: www.writetothem.com/

Badger Trust, 95 Ditchling Road, Brighton BN1 4ST
{’i Phone - 01273 033440
Web - www.badger.org.uk

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

Binfield Badger Group 0844 804 1146 (Premium Rate)
RSPCA 24 hour emergency call out number 0300 1234 999

Police emergency only (use 101 for non-urgent) 999

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, Camberley 01344 623106
Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue 07549 322464
Leatherhead Wildlife Aid, Surrey 09061 800132
Aylesbury Wildlife Hospital Trust, Haddenham, Bucks 01844 292292

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND WHO MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW
ABOUT THE GROUP - HELP THE BADGERS BY INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER -
YOU CAN NOW JOIN ONLINE.

A FULL COLOUR VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE.
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